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Community Participation in Solid Waste Management, Tha Sak Sub-district,
Mueang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Sompong Karuna

Public Health Technical Officer, Maharaj Nakhon Si Thammarat hospital.

Abstract

Background: The solid waste problem in Thailand has increasingly become more severe every
year. There were 27.37 million tons of solid waste in 2017, 27.93 million tons in 2018 and
28.71 million tons in 2019. The results of the community forum organized in Tha Sak Sub-
district, Mueang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, concluded that the waste problem
was a problem that the community prioritized and needed to be solved as the number 1
priority. At present, Tha Sak Sub-district has an average amount of solid waste of 7 tons per
day, with an average disposal cost of 58,000 baht per month, and is an area close to the sea,
including an area with canals that bring waste into the sea. Therefore, it is necessary to solve
the problem of solid waste in the area by engaging the community to lead to quality and

sustainable solid waste management.

Objectives: 1. To examine the solid waste management system of the community, Tha Sak
Sub-district, Mueang district, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.

2. To develop guidelines and monitor for solid waste management through
community participation and network partners in the area of Tha Sak Sub-district, Mueang

District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.

Materials and Methods: This integrated research consisted of cross-sectional quantitative
research using questionnaires and qualitative research by workshops to formulate operational

plans and monitor implementation.

Results: The study included 370 participants. Most of them were female (66.5%), aged
between 51-60 years (24.1%), marital status (60.8%), primary education (52.4%), a housewife
(26.2%), income between 5,000 - 10,000 baht (36.5%), sorted waste before dumping (78.6%).
Knowledge about solid waste management was at a moderate level. The overall score of
attitude towards solid waste management was at a high level. Overall solid waste
management behavior score was at a high level. Through a workshop of 40 leaders of the

sample group, the data obtained from the questionnaire were used to determine the action
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plan for waste management with community participation for accuracy, continuity and
sustainability in solid waste management.

Conclusion: Knowledge scores in solid waste management of the people in Tha Sak Sub-
district, Mueang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province were at a moderate level. The overall
attitude score was at a high level. The overall score of waste management behavior of the
sample group was at a high level. The information led to the development of a participatory
action plan for raising the knowledge of waste management by training to educate the general
public and youth groups in schools, raising awareness by making a collective agreement and
the appointment of a working group to monitor the implementation of the action plan. This

is for the accuracy, continuity and sustainability of solid waste management by the community.

Keywords: Community Participation, Solid Waste Management.
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