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Case report: Antacid Tablets Residue were Foundin Gastrointestinal Tract
Peerapong Prapai (Pharm.D.)! Narubodee Phadoongsombut M Sc. (Pharm Chem)?
Department of Pharmacy, Maharaj Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital*

Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Prince of Songkla University?

Abstract

A lot of chewable antacid tablets were found in the small intestines of a 14-year-old
male patient. He wasadmitted at Maharaj Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital with abdominal pain,
nausea, vomiting, constipation and anorexia. From patient interview and history taking found
that a patient took antacid tablets without chewingevery meal continuingfor several
days.Resulting the antacid tablets were not disintegrated in the patient's gastrointestinal
tract.The factors that making the antacid tablets were not disintegrated might be due to the
properties of pharmaceutical manufacturing were difficult to disintegratein the stomach. A co-
factor might be the physiology of patient's gastrointestinal tract which caused the antacid

tablets not to disintegrate and remained in the gastrointestinal tract for several days.
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Abdomen: generalized tendermness no guarding
no rebound tenderness normoactive bowel
sound
ATWE18598 Acute abdomen series (AAS):
Small bowel dilation, step ladder pattern,
different height of air-fluid level in the same
bowel loop
Diagnosis: gut obstruction
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